Prostitution and the Law
case of men. We have long since learned that the bulk of women engaged in prostitution are also more or less otherwise employed. They may be aiding to support their families, by their legitimate as well as by their illegitimate earnings. Are these women to be plucked from their employments under conditions not enforced against their male partners ? No society in which prostitution is held to implicate two parties will tolerate it. Moreover, if the criminal charge is to lie against the professional prostitute alone, how is the line to be drawn? The women concerned are, as we learned, professionals one day, incidentals the next; at some other time they may be leading an immoral life, yet not that of a prostitute. Finally, in view of the tendency of women to leave the life, is it wise to coerce them to cling to it by branding them as criminals ? The attempt to view prostitution as in itself a crime is therefore inexpedient as well as unjust
" When society declares a certain act punishable" says Johansson, " a general feeling- of equity requires that all actions of similar nature performed under similar circumstances be likewise declared punishable. If it appears to be a matter of insuperable difficulty to apply the punishment to an extent in some way satisfying the demand of the public for a wide and equal application of the law, it is better to refrain from any application of punishment at all. There is no reason to fear that moral indignation and its beneficent effects on individuals will therefore cease, for it is not the punishment that produces the indignation." 2
2 Reglementeringsfragan, loc cittj p. 51.
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